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A Note from the ELEF President  
 
Our annual report is one more way to demonstrate how community donations support exciting initiatives and en-
hanced learning opportunities in the East Lansing Public Schools. Your continued generosity provides students 
from  Pre-Kindergarten through high school with enrichment in S.T.E.A. M., the Arts, literacy, and physical  
activities. Thank you for your gifts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Blair Renfro 
President, ELEF  

Kevin Draggoo 
Draggoo Huber Team, 
Merrill Lynch 

Platinum Business Partners 
Silver Sponsors  Bronze Sponsors  Our Special Corporate Sponsors 
  
Granger   Coral Gables Restaurant Grand Grillin’ 
Dean Transportation  Grua, Tupper, & Young PLC Jackson National  
Thrun Law Firm     Grand  Traverse Pie Company 

 
Our new home on the web: ELEF.US 

 
In the past year, we have launched a new presence on the internet. Our new home on the web is ELEF.US.   
On this page you can find news and links to our events and happenings, as well as view our reports and profiles of 
our board members and staff. 

SAVE THE DATES  
 
 

Our 17h Annual Awards Dinner and Golf Outing will be held on May 11, 2017 at Eagle Eye Golf Club 
 

S.T.E.A.M EVENT—April 26, 2017—East Lansing High School Student Union—6:00—9:00 pm 
 

The ELEF invites all East Lansing students, parents, teachers, administrators, and interested  
persons to come hear S.T.E.A.M. related demonstrations, and visit with S.T.E.A.M (Science,  

Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) related employers.   
 

All of the funds raised from the Annual Awards Dinner and Golf Outing support our General Fund for 
teacher grants! 

Please note our new website! 

http://ELEF.US
http://ELEF.US


Page 2 
2016 

K—5 was awarded 
$33,959.90 
 
MacDonald Middle School 
was awarded—$2047.33 
 
High School was awarded—
$12,551.61 

ELEF’s 2016 By the Numbers 

Grants totaling $48,558.90 supported reading, writing, math, science technology and 
the arts in 2016-17 school year.  The largest grant was for $6000.00 for Pinecrest for a 
complete set of multicultural and diverse leaner books for all Pinecrest classrooms.   
Grants funded S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) related 
programs and activities.  The miscellaneous grant amount on the graph was for the  
purchase of flexible seating/standing desks. 

Total donors in 2015-
2016 169 
 
Total volunteers in 2015: 
50+ 
 
Total grants awarded: 
$48,558.90 
 
Money raised from  
Annual Golf and Awards  
Dinner:  
$ 15,220.98 (net) 
 
Total guests at Awards 
Dinner: 253 
 
Money raised from the  
tailgate:  $863.02 
 
Money raised from the 
ACT Practice Test:  
$1290.00 
 
Grades impacted by 
grants:  
Pre-K—12 
  
Total endowment funds: 
$1,177,385.71 
 
Students who took ELEF 
sponsored SAT Prep  
Workshops:  135 

Grants by Grade* 

*Grants are competitive and based on applications submitted by  district educators. 
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You are an East Lansing education hero! Thank you for donating in 2015—2016 
 

We are honored to recognize the individuals and organizations that financially supported education in East Lansing 
through the ELEF from 1/1/ 2016– 3-1-2017.  If we missed you, we are so sorry.  Let us know! 
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Private Donors 

Taibat Abdulkadri 

Nancy Abramson 

Pauline Adams 

Kwafo Adarkwa 

Susan Allis 

Jim Anderson 

Kifayeh Assaf 

William Bachmann 

Richard Ball 

James and Jodi Bappert 

Ralph and Mary Barrett 

Polly and Doug Barr 

Nancy Bates 

Thomas Blues 

Robert and Carolyn Boger 

Christopher and Joan Boylan 

Alexis and Dennis Branoff 

Janet and Raymond Brock 

Patricia and George Brookover 

Robert Brown 

Sally Burroughs 

Al and Beth Cafagna 

Scott and Molly Carney 

Richard Carson 

Dorinda Carter Andrews 

Eleanor Chapin 

Laurie and Dave Chapin 

Dan and Janet Chegwidden 

Barbara and Edward Church 

Frances and Michael Clark 

Mary and Eric Crawford 

Warren Creamer 

Patty and Jim Croom 

Bill and Nancy Danhof 

Dorrance Dean 

Peter and Laura DeGuire 

Tim and Heidi Dempsey 

S W Dittenhofer 

Kelly and Erik Drake 

Judy Dunn 

Jason and Jennifer Early 

Tony and Virginia Egnatuk 

Rick and Mindy Emerson 

Laura Fair 

Dolores and Hiram Fitzgerald 

Linda and Dennis Fliehman 

Sharron Frucci 

Ramjee and Sajana Ghimire 

Pamela and Phillip Gillespie 

Jeffrey and Christine Goebel 

Colleen Graber 

George and Susan Graeber 

Linda and Leon Gregorian 

Linda Guider Grua and Mark Grua 

Shirley Guider 

Dr. Edmund Hagan 

William Hall and Helen Ross 

Thelma Hansen 

Linda and Kenneth Hanson 

James Hart 
Pete Hasbrook Jr. and Annette 
Hasbrook 

Linda Hegstrom and Neal Villhauer 

Merle and Steve Heidemann 

Larry and Mary Hennessey 

Alan and Karen Henry 

Eleanor Heusner 

Larry Hogue and Diane Wilcox 

Cathie Jo and Patrick Holleran 

Iris and David Horner 

Ellen Ives and Colleen Johnson 

Mary Jesse and David Juckett 

Jeffrey Johnson 

Kevin A Kelly Action Fund 

Lisa Knowles and Bill Arnold 

Elaine and Frank Knox 

Annette and Will Kopachik 

Steven and Athina Kopke 

James and Kathleen Lammers 

Jeffrey Lapinski and Beverly Bonning 

Doug Lindell 

Wanda and Keith Lipscomb 

Jean and David Long 

Richard Marcus 

Rob Marshall 

Julie and Pete Martens 

Van and Sharon Martin 

Bill and Sandra Mason 

Ann and Mike McDaniel 

James McDaniel 

David and Nancy McKeague 

Barbara McMillan 
Jonathan and Teri Meeker 

John Melcher and Cindy Herfindahl 

Gary Mescher 

Vernon Mesler and Nan Jackson 

Margaret Metzger 

Bob and Nancy Metzger 

Robert and Shelagh Miller 

Norman Miller 

Nelson Missbach and Judy Tant 

Sylvia Morse and Scott Swinton 

Tim Nester 

Sally and James Newton 

Irvin and Christy Nichols 

Kerrin O'Brien 

Lola O'Meara 

Lois Park 

Martin Pennington 

Ellen Pollak and Nigel Paneth 

Jorge and Elizabeth Ramos 

Brenda and Steve Ramsby 

Christine and Mark Randak 

Blair and Rebecca Renfro 

John Revitte 

Brendan Ringlever 

David and Cheryl Ronk 

Ben Ropp 

Bradley and Margaret Ropp 

Sylvia Rundquist 

Nancy and Eric Schertzing 

Jerry Schuur 

Jim Sellman and David Balas 

Anastasia and Ashton Shortridge 

Brian and Sally Silver 

Rick and Marty Simonds 

Philip and Carolyn Sinder 

Sam Singh 

Jim Smith and Rebecca Grumet 

Pauline and Ted Sondag 

Suzanne Sontag 

Tom and Kay Sparks 

Paul Spata 

Gina and Craig Spencer 

James and Alicia Stapleton 

Louise Sternberg 

Mark and Theresa Stevens 

Jessie Storey-Fry 

Mary Strolle 

Tonya Sundermann 

Lisa Swem 

Michael Swords 

Wendy Sylvester-Rowan 

Bing Tai and Catherine Allen 

 

Norma Taylor 

Chantal Tetrrault and Stuart Braiman 

Julie G Thomas-Beckett and 
Rocky Ray Beckett 
 
Susan Topping 

Jane Turner and Elias Strangas 

Bob Ulrich and Patti Oates-Ulrich 

Lynne VanDeventer 
Jeffrey Weiner 
Seann Willson 
Barbara Zynda 

  
Corporate Donors 
  
Brookover, Carr and Schaberg 

Class of 1966 

Class of 1976 

Consumers Energy Foundation 

Coral Gables 

East Lansing Basketball Club 

Granger 

Grua, Tupper and Young 

Horizon Bank N.A. 

ITC Holding Corp 

Kevin Draggoo,  
Merrill Lynch, Draggoo Huber Team 

Lifetouch 

Michael Peters, D.D.S 

Miller, Canfield 

Radisson Hotel 
The Benevity Community Impact  
Fund 
 
Thrun Law Firm 



 

501 Burcham Drive 
East Lansing, MI  48823 

East Lansing 
Educational 
Foundation 

Michele Huisgen, ELEF 
Administrative Assistant  

Phone: 517-333-7439 
Fax: 517-333-7470 

www.elef.us 

The East Lansing Educational Foundation is a diverse organization pursing excellence and innovation in 
education through community engagement,  strategic partnerships, ongoing fundraising, and effective 
programming. 
   
The East Lansing Educational Foundation supports all ELPS educators and students to excel and innovate 
by collaborating with the community to raise and  distribute financial and in-kind resources.   
 
The ELEF has granted over $550,000 to East Lansing classroom that provide teachers with innovative and 
supplemental materials to further engage our students in their learning. 

ELEF Board of  
Directors 2016 

 

Blair Renfro, President  
Kwafo Adarkwa 

Dorinda Carter Andrews 
Julie Thomas-Beckett 

Kevin Blair 
Scott Carney 

Lynsey Clayton 
Mary Crawford 
Tim Dempsey 

Linda Grua 
Linda Magnar 
Gary Mescher 
Amy Uecker 
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Casey Bain, Marble teacher and students celebrating their ELEF teacher grant! 


